
 
 
To begin the process, please complete the Application for Informal Probate of 
Will/Appointment which is attached.   
 
Please follow the checklist below for other necessary documents.   

 
1. Application for Probate of Will/Appointment – you must fill out this form completely.  You can type or 

handwrite in ink.  
 

2. Decedent’s original Last Will and Testament and any and all original Codicils and Memorandums. 
 

3. Certified copy of the Decedent’s Death Certificate. 
 

4. Probate Court Worksheet – This will help us determine if there are assets that need to transfer under the 
probate process, if the assets are under $45,000.00 and a Small Estate Affidavit can be filed, or if the 
Decedent’s Last Will and Testament needs to be probated only. 
 

5. Copy of the Obituary OR Funeral Program which lists the surviving family members.   
 

6. Copy of the paid funeral bill and/or funeral bill showing the outstanding balance. 
 

7. Copy of all Deeds for real property that the Decedent had an interest in. 
 

8. Renunciation of Right to Administration and/or Nomination and /or Waiver of Bond, if applicable - if 
the primary person named in the Will is not going to serve or if the person with priority in an estate without 
a will (intestate estate) is not going to serve, then these forms are required to be filed before an appointment 
can be scheduled (REQUIRES NOTARY PUBLIC) 

 
9. Waiver of Bond, if applicable – If the Decedent did not have a Will, bond is required unless the intestate 

heirs agree to waive this requirement. 
 

10. Appointment of a Guardian ad Litem (GAL), if applicable - If there are minor children who receive 
from an estate, a GAL may be required prior to the appointment of a Personal Representative.  If the minor 
is14 or over, they must consent to the appointment. 

 
11. A publication fee in the amount of $85.00 made payable to the Chester News and Reporter and the 

initial filing fee in the amount of $45.00 made payable to the Chester County Probate Court should be 
mailed with your packet.   

 
Chester County Probate Court, Post Office Drawer 580, Chester, SC 29706 

803-385-2604 
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